
While it may lack the overall
“buzz” that the North
American International Auto

Show brings to the Motor City, for engi-
neers and industry followers whose pas-
sion and profession is digging a lot
deeper into the details of what drives
the future of automotive technology and
advancement, there’s no better place to
be than SAE International’s World
Congress.
      Rebranded this year as the World
Congress Experience (WCX) and held
April 4-6, the get-together offered more
than a glimpse into what consumers can
expect to see in the months and years
ahead.
      The two major thrusts forward for
the industry remain the electrification
of the automobile and the self-driving
car—autonomous being the technical
term most often used for the latter—and
both were spoken about in volumes
throughout WCX.
      That said, electrification is mostly
considered a given, with the technology

firmly in place to build momentum.

Industry keeping options open
      As far as the future of autonomous
driving is concerned, the industry is
continuing to not only innovate, but to
experiment with various approaches,
while keeping its options open as cor-
porate alignments are formed, acquisi-
tions are made and markets—some-
times “guided” by governments trying
to stay ahead of the curve—play a role
in whatever shape the driverless car
ultimately takes.
      Even so, few are disputing the idea
that autonomous driving is inevitable,
one oft-cited reason being that fewer
deaths—some 40,000 died on U.S.
roads in 2016—will result, especially
given that 94 percent of accidents were
said to be caused by human error.
      At WCX, a series of roundtable 

discussions with industry notables
included one with Anthony Foxx, the
former Secretary of Transportation
under President Barack Obama, who
released the Federal Automated
Vehicles Policy in September 2016.
      That guidance helped set the stage
for what automakers can at least antici-
pate in terms of regulations for the first
new form of transportation introduced
since the Department of Transportation
was created half a century ago.
      Foxx said the policy guidelines his
department released “lay a good foun-
dation describing what the industry can
do moving forward, in particular
around issues of privacy and cyber
security.”
      Acknowledging that the race to a
world of autonomous driving is one that
has highly competitive overtones, Foxx
said having a common understanding of
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Above: While by no means as elaborate as the North American International Auto Show, 
the SAE International World Congress, held in the same Cobo Center venue, is arguably a 
magnet for engineers.
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